Reach the Other Nine In 2009
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In a meeting with Pastor Ken Cooper of
Mountainview Church in Westminster, I
made the following statement: “Out of
every ten families in the Denver Metro
Area, only one family regularly attends
and supports a local church.” His re-
sponse was, “John, that’s on a good day.”
Virtually every pastor I've talked with
over the past few years agrees with that
statement. So, on a good day, our local
churches minister to less than 10% of the
local population. But what about the
other nine, out of every ten families in this area? Shouldn’t we
find ways to reach them too? What does the Lord want us to do? I
believe we currently have one of the greatest opportunities to spread
the gospel; 90% of our population does not attend a local church
regularly, yet there is a rapidly growing number of urgent, unmet
human needs in our community. People flocked to church after 9/11,
and in our current situation I think we are ready to do it again.

Is it possible that eight out of every ten families would regularly
attend and support the local church again? Yes, indeed, based on
past history in Denver and elsewhere in the coun-

Does the Lord want His people to assemble together regularly
in synagogues, churches, and other meeting places? Scriptures
are very clear about that. In Paul’s letter to the Hebrews 10:24-
25 we read, “And let us consider one another in order to stir
up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting
one another, and so much the more as you see the Day ap-
proaching.” A pastor asked me recently for some fresh new
ideas to encourage new people to attend church. I responded,
“Why don’t you try getting outside the box?” Some of the big-
gest Christian meetings that I have ever attended over the past
several decades took place in hotel ballrooms, stadiums, sym-
phony halls and arenas; and they focused on healing and evan-
gelism. Let’s try new approaches and start inviting people to
come to places where new people will come. Then minister to
their needs, as Jesus did! Great multitudes followed Him and
He healed them all.

Those meetings were especially successful when numerous
churches came together in combined outreach ministries, when
we focused on inviting people with needs, and we ministered
to them in every area of the Great Commission, as Jesus com-

manded His disciples. The Great Commission is
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That move of God in Hawaii was triggered by
the work of only three dozen missionaries. In another move of God
in Hawaii in the 1970s and 80s, I was involved in a statewide min-
istry which brought almost 10,000 new converts into the Body of
Christ. In my experience it can be done. If such a move of God were
to happen again in Denver Metro, it would mean that every church
in our area would have to multiply three times. Most churches could
easily multiply their attendance. In Acts 9:31, we see “the churches
. were multiplied.” 1 frequently urge pastors and other ministry
leaders to set a vision and plan to multiply in 2009. Just imag-
ine the impact on the Kingdom of God. The benefits would include
boosting church finances, increasing ministry outreach, and getting
needed help.

There are many urgent needs in our community and these are caus-
ing people to search for help and reach out more to God: (1) I heard
that 100 million people in America have chronic illnesses. Think of
that. One out of every three people needs healing. (2) 47,000,000
people lack adequate health care coverage and health care and drug
costs are bankrupting some people. (3) Because of the current eco-
nomic turmoil, people are living in fear and anger over the decline
of their savings and retirement resources. When the church provides
ministries in these vital areas, I believe people will again come
to church as they are commanded to do. Recently, Father Charles
Reeder, Pastor of Holy Spirit Church, graciously allowed me to
teach a seven-week series on “Living the Prayer of Jabez”. It was
a thrill to minister to the people in the adult Bible Study Class and
encourage growth in all of the church ministries. It is only the Word
of God that will bring healing and deliverance from trouble in these
difficult times.
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believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs
will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means
hurt them, they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recov-
er.” Salvation, empowerment by the Holy Spirit, deliverance,
and healing should be manifesting in our churches and special
outreach ministries, on a regular basis. In Matt 28:18-20 Jesus
told His disciples to go in the authority He gave them, to make
disciples, to baptize them, and to teach them to observe what
He commanded. Then Jesus said, “I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.” Let’s continue to minister like Jesus, in
His companionship!

In the Parable of the Great Banquet we see the kinds of people
that Jesus said should be invited and how to invite them (Luke
14:16-23). 16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great
supper and invited many, 18 But they all with one accord began
to make excuses. 21 So that servant came and reported these
things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry,
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes
of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the
lame and the blind.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done
as you commanded, and still there is room.” 23 Then the master
said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” Jesus
wants His house full! And, consistent with the Great Commis-
sion, He wants His disciples to minister to the needy. Those
who make excuses and have other priorities will simply miss
the banquet and its benefits. It is even very appropriate to be
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